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ADAPTIVE SCHEDULING AND HARQ
MANAGEMENT FOR COOPERATIVE
TRANSMISSIONS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is the 35 U.S.C. §371 National Stage of
Patent Cooperation Treaty Application No. PCT/US2011/
030986, filed Apr. 1, 2011, which claims the benefit of U.S.
provisional application No. 61/320,379 filed on Apr. 2, 2010,
the contents of which are hereby incorporated by reference
herein, for all purposes.

BACKGROUND

Wireless networks may use an automatic repeat request
protocol to control errors in transmission. For example, the
Long Term Evolution (LTE) network may use the Hybrid
Adaptive Repeat Request (HARQ) protocol, in the uplink
and/or the downlink.

The LTE downlink HARQ mechanism uses an asynchro-
nous HARQ protocol. Retransmissions in the LTE downlink
HARQ mechanism may occur in the downlink cell band-
width. Retransmissions may often be on the same HARQ as
the initial transmission after the initial unsuccessful transmis-
sion. Retransmissions may be scheduled on a particular
HARQ similar to the initial transmission.

The LTE uplink HARQ mechanism may include a syn-
chronous HARQ protocol. In this protocol, the time instance
of a retransmission may be fixed with respect to the initial
transmission.

SUMMARY

Herein is a framework that may support cooperative com-
munication using different relaying mechanisms, for
example. The framework may include methods of HARQ
management, scheduling, and measurements for cooperative
communication. For example, relaying or helping mecha-
nisms may comprise amplify-and-forward, decode-and-for-
ward, compress-and-forward, denoise-and-forward or some
combination therein may be used.

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of con-
cepts in a simplified form that are further described below in
the Detailed Description. This Summary is not intended to
identify key features or essential features of the claimed sub-
ject matter, nor is it intended to be used to limit the scope of
the claimed subject matter. Furthermore, the claimed subject
matter is not limited to limitations that solve any or all disad-
vantages noted in any part of this disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A more detailed understanding may be had from the fol-
lowing description, given by way of example in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings wherein:

A more detailed understanding may be had from the fol-
lowing description, given by way of example in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings wherein:

FIG. 1A is a system diagram of an example communica-
tions system in which one or more disclosed embodiments
may be implemented;

FIG. 1B is a system diagram of an example wireless trans-
mit/receive unit (WTRU) that may be used within the com-
munications system illustrated in FIG. 1A;

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

FIG. 1C is a system diagram of an example radio access
network and an example core network that may be used
within the communications system illustrated in FIG. 1A;

FIG. 2A illustrates an exemplary decode-and-forward
helping mechanism.

FIG. 2B illustrates
helping mechanism;

FIG. 2C illustrates
helping mechanism;

FIG. 2D illustrates
helping mechanism;

FIG. 3A illustrates
helping mechanism;

FIG. 3B illustrates an
helping mechanism;

FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary compress-and-forward
relaying mechanism;

FIG. 5A illustrates an exemplary uplink helping mecha-
nism;

FIG. 5B illustrates an exemplary uplink helping mecha-
nism;

FIG. 5C illustrates an exemplary uplink helping mecha-
nism;

FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary relationship among an
example neighbor set, candidate set, and helper active set;

FIG. 7 illustrates an exemplary message exchange for
cooperative transmission;

FIG. 8A illustrates an exemplary HARQ entity design;

FIG. 8B illustrates an exemplary HARQ entity design;

FIG. 9 illustrates an exemplary coordinated HARQ entity;

FIG. 10A illustrates an exemplary combined HARQ entity;

FIG. 10B illustrates an exemplary combined HARQ entity;

FIG. 11 illustrates an exemplary message exchange for
cooperative transmission;

FIG. 12A illustrates an exemplary MAC control element
received at a RN for a helping mechanism;

FIG. 12B illustrates an exemplary MAC control element
received at a T-WTRU for a helping mechanism;

FIG. 13 illustrates an exemplary message exchange and
timing for a cooperative transmission;

FIG. 14 illustrates an exemplary HARQ message flow;

FIG. 15 illustrates an exemplary message exchange and
timing for a cooperative transmission;

FIG. 16 illustrates an exemplary message exchange and
timing for a cooperative transmission;

FIG. 17 illustrates an exemplary message exchange and
timing for a cooperative transmission;

FIG. 18 illustrates an exemplary message exchange and
timing for a cooperative transmission; and

FIG. 19 illustrates an exemplary message exchange and
timing for a cooperative transmission.

an exemplary decode-and-forward

an exemplary decode-and-forward

an exemplary decode-and-forward
an exemplary decode-and-forward

exemplary decode-and-forward

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1A is a diagram of an example communications sys-
tem 100 in which one or more disclosed embodiments may be
implemented. The communications system 100 may be a
multiple access system that provides content, such as voice,
data, video, messaging, broadcast, etc., to multiple wireless
users. The communications system 100 may enable multiple
wireless users to access such content through the sharing of
system resources, including wireless bandwidth. For
example, the communications systems 100 may employ one
or more channel access methods, such as code division mul-
tiple access (CDMA), time division multiple access
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(TDMA), frequency division multiple access (FDMA),
orthogonal FDMA (OFDMA), single-carrier FDMA (SC-
FDMA), and the like.

As shownin FIG. 1A, the communications system 100 may
include wireless transmit/receive units (WTRUs) 102a, 1025,
102¢, 1024, a radio access network (RAN) 104, a core net-
work 106, a public switched telephone network (PSTN) 108,
the Internet 110, and other networks 112, though it will be
appreciated that the disclosed embodiments contemplate any
number of WTRUS, base stations, networks, and/or network
elements. Each of the WTRUs 1024, 1025,102¢, 1024 may be
any type of device configured to operate and/or communicate
in a wireless environment. By way of example, the WTRUs
102a, 1025, 102¢, 102d may be configured to transmit and/or
receive wireless signals and may include user equipment
(UE), a mobile station, a fixed or mobile subscriber unit, a
pager, a cellular telephone, a personal digital assistant (PDA),
a smartphone, a laptop, a netbook, a personal computer, a
wireless sensor, consumer electronics, and the like.

The communications systems 100 may also include a base
station 114a and a base station 1145. Each of the base stations
114a, 1145 may be any type of device configured to wire-
lessly interface with at least one of the WIRUs 102a, 1025,
102c¢, 1024 to facilitate access to one or more communication
networks, such as the core network 106, the Internet 110,
and/or the networks 112. By way of example, the base sta-
tions 114a, 1145 may be a base transceiver station (BTS), a
Node-B, an eNode B, a Home Node B, a Home eNode B, a
site controller, an access point (AP), a wireless router, and the
like. While the base stations 114a, 1145 are each depicted as
a single element, it will be appreciated that the base stations
114a, 1145 may include any number of interconnected base
stations and/or network elements.

The base station 114a may be part of the RAN 104, which
may also include other base stations and/or network elements
(not shown), such as a base station controller (BSC), a radio
network controller (RNC), relay nodes, etc. The base station
114a and/or the base station 1145 may be configured to trans-
mit and/or receive wireless signals within a particular geo-
graphic region, which may be referred to as a cell (not shown).
The cell may further be divided into cell sectors. For example,
the cell associated with the base station 114a may be divided
into three sectors. Thus, in one embodiment, the base station
114a may include three transceivers, i.e., one for each sector
of'the cell. In another embodiment, the base station 114a may
employ multiple-input multiple output (MIMO) technology
and, therefore, may utilize multiple transceivers for each sec-
tor of the cell.

The base stations 114a, 1145 may communicate with one
or more of the WTRUs 1024, 1025, 102¢, 1024 over an air
interface 116, which may be any suitable wireless communi-
cation link (e.g., radio frequency (RF), microwave, infrared
(IR), ultraviolet (UV), visible light, etc.). The air interface
116 may be established using any suitable radio access tech-
nology (RAT).

More specifically, as noted above, the communications
system 100 may be a multiple access system and may employ
one or more channel access schemes, such as CDMA,
TDMA, FDMA, OFDMA, SC-FDMA, and the like. For
example, the base station 114a in the RAN 104 and the
WTRUs 1024, 1025, 102¢ may implement a radio technology
such as Universal Mobile Telecommunications System
(UMTS) Terrestrial Radio Access (UTRA), which may estab-
lish the air interface 116 using wideband CDMA (WCDMA).
WCDMA may include communication protocols such as
High-Speed Packet Access (HSPA) and/or Evolved HSPA
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4

(HSPA+). HSPA may include High-Speed Downlink Packet
Access (HSDPA) and/or High-Speed Uplink Packet Access
(HSUPA).

In another embodiment, the base station 114a and the
WTRUs 1024, 1025, 102¢ may implement a radio technology
such as Evolved UMTS Terrestrial Radio Access (E-UTRA),
which may establish the air interface 116 using Long Term
Evolution (LTE) and/or LTE-Advanced (LTE-A).

In other embodiments, the base station 114a and the
WTRUs 1024, 1025, 102¢ may implement radio technologies
such as IEEE 802.16 (i.e., Worldwide Interoperability for
Microwave Access (WiMAX)), CDMA2000, CDMA2000
1X, CDMA2000 EV-DO, Interim Standard 2000 (IS-2000),
Interim Standard 95 (IS-95), Interim Standard 856 (IS-856),
Global System for Mobile communications (GSM),
Enhanced Data rates for GSM Evolution (EDGE), GSM
EDGE (GERAN), and the like.

The base station 1145 in FIG. 1A may be a wireless router,
Home Node B, Home eNode B, or access point, for example,
and may utilize any suitable RAT for facilitating wireless
connectivity in a localized area, such as a place of business, a
home, a vehicle, a campus, and the like. In one embodiment,
the base station 1145 and the WTRUs 102¢, 1024 may imple-
ment a radio technology such as IEEE 802.11 to establish a
wireless local area network (WLAN). In another embodi-
ment, the base station 1145 and the WTRUs 102¢, 1024 may
implement a radio technology such as IEEE 802.15 to estab-
lish a wireless personal area network (WPAN). In yet another
embodiment, the base station 1145 and the WTRUs 102¢,
102d may utilize a cellular-based RAT (e.g., WCDMA,
CDMA2000, GSM, LTE, LTE-A, etc.) to establish a picocell
or femtocell. As shown in FIG. 1A, the base station 1145 may
have a direct connection to the Internet 110. Thus, the base
station 1145 may not be required to access the Internet 110 via
the core network 106.

The RAN 104 may be in communication with the core
network 106, which may be any type of network configured to
provide voice, data, applications, and/or voice over internet
protocol (VoIP) services to one or more of the WTRUs 102a,
1024, 102¢, 102d. For example, the core network 106 may
provide call control, billing services, mobile location-based
services, pre-paid calling, Internet connectivity, video distri-
bution, etc., and/or perform high-level security functions,
such as user authentication. Although not shown in FIG. 1A,
it will be appreciated that the RAN 104 and/or the core net-
work 106 may be in direct or indirect communication with
other RANs that employ the same RAT as the RAN 104 or a
different RAT. For example, in addition to being connected to
the RAN 104, which may be utilizing an E-UTRA radio
technology, the core network 106 may also be in communi-
cation with another RAN (not shown) employing a GSM
radio technology.

The core network 106 may also serve as a gateway for the
WTRUs 1024, 1025, 102¢, 102d to access the PSTN 108, the
Internet 110, and/or other networks 112. The PSTN 108 may
include circuit-switched telephone networks that provide
plain old telephone service (POTS). The Internet 110 may
include a global system of interconnected computer networks
and devices that use common communication protocols, such
as the transmission control protocol (TCP), user datagram
protocol (UDP) and the internet protocol (IP) in the TCP/IP
internet protocol suite. The networks 112 may include wired
or wireless communications networks owned and/or operated
by other service providers. For example, the networks 112
may include another core network connected to one or more
RANSs, which may employ the same RAT as the RAN 104 or
a different RAT.
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Some or all of the WTRUs 102a, 1025, 102¢, 1024 in the
communications system 100 may include multi-mode capa-
bilities, i.e., the WTRUs 1024, 1025, 102¢, 1024 may include
multiple transceivers for communicating with different wire-
less networks over different wireless links. For example, the
WTRU 102¢ shown in FIG. 1A may be configured to com-
municate with the base station 114a, which may employ a
cellular-based radio technology, and with the base station
1145, which may employ an IEEE 802 radio technology.

FIG. 1B is a system diagram of an example WTRU 102. As
shown in FIG. 1B, the WTRU 102 may include a processor
118, a transceiver 120, a transmit/receive element 122, a
speaker/microphone 124, a keypad 126, a display/touchpad
128, non-removable memory 130, removable memory 132, a
power source 134, a global positioning system (GPS) chipset
136, and other peripherals 138. It will be appreciated that the
WTRU 102 may include any sub-combination of the forego-
ing elements while remaining consistent with an embodi-
ment.

The processor 118 may be a general purpose processor, a
special purpose processor, a conventional processor, a digital
signal processor (DSP), a plurality of microprocessors, one or
more microprocessors in association with a DSP core, a con-
troller, a microcontroller, Application Specific Integrated Cir-
cuits (ASICs), Field Programmable Gate Array (FPGAs) cir-
cuits, any other type of integrated circuit (IC), a state
machine, and the like. The processor 118 may perform signal
coding, data processing, power control, input/output process-
ing, and/or any other functionality that enables the WTRU
102 to operate in a wireless environment. The processor 118
may be coupled to the transceiver 120, which may be coupled
to the transmit/receive element 122. While FIG. 1B depicts
the processor 118 and the transceiver 120 as separate compo-
nents, it will be appreciated that the processor 118 and the
transceiver 120 may be integrated together in an electronic
package or chip.

The transmit/receive element 122 may be configured to
transmit signals to, or receive signals from, a base station
(e.g., the base station 114a) over the air interface 116. For
example, in one embodiment, the transmit/receive element
122 may be an antenna configured to transmit and/or receive
RF signals. In another embodiment, the transmit/receive ele-
ment 122 may be an emitter/detector configured to transmit
and/or receive IR, UV, or visible light signals, for example. In
yet another embodiment, the transmit/receive element 122
may be configured to transmit and receive both RF and light
signals. It will be appreciated that the transmit/receive ele-
ment 122 may be configured to transmit and/or receive any
combination of wireless signals.

In addition, although the transmit/receive element 122 is
depicted in FIG. 1B as a single element, the WIRU 102 may
include any number of transmit/receive elements 122. More
specifically, the WIRU 102 may employ MIMO technology.
Thus, in one embodiment, the WTRU 102 may include two or
more transmit/receive elements 122 (e.g., multiple antennas)
for transmitting and receiving wireless signals over the air
interface 116.

The transceiver 120 may be configured to modulate the
signals that are to be transmitted by the transmit/receive ele-
ment 122 and to demodulate the signals that are received by
the transmit/receive element 122. As noted above, the WTRU
102 may have multi-mode capabilities. Thus, the transceiver
120 may include multiple transceivers for enabling the
WTRU 102 to communicate via multiple RATs, such as
UTRA and IEEE 802.11, for example.

The processor 118 of the WTRU 102 may be coupled to,
and may receive user input data from, the speaker/micro-
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phone 124, the keypad 126, and/or the display/touchpad 128
(e.g., a liquid crystal display (LCD) display unit or organic
light-emitting diode (OLED) display unit). The processor 118
may also output user data to the speaker/microphone 124, the
keypad 126, and/or the display/touchpad 128. In addition, the
processor 118 may access information from, and store data in,
any type of suitable memory, such as the non-removable
memory 106 and/or the removable memory 132. The non-
removable memory 106 may include random-access memory
(RAM), read-only memory (ROM), a hard disk, or any other
type of memory storage device. The removable memory 132
may include a subscriber identity module (SIM) card, a
memory stick, a secure digital (SD) memory card, and the
like. In other embodiments, the processor 118 may access
information from, and store data in, memory that is not physi-
cally located on the WTRU 102, such as on a server or ahome
computer (not shown).

The processor 118 may receive power from the power
source 134, and may be configured to distribute and/or con-
trol the power to the other components in the WTRU 102. The
power source 134 may be any suitable device for powering
the WTRU 102. For example, the power source 134 may
include one or more dry cell batteries (e.g., nickel-cadmium
(NiCd), nickel-zinc (NiZn), nickel metal hydride (NiMH),
lithium-ion (Li-ion), etc.), solar cells, fuel cells, and the like.

The processor 118 may also be coupled to the GPS chipset
136, which may be configured to provide location informa-
tion (e.g., longitude and latitude) regarding the current loca-
tion of the WTRU 102. In addition to, or in lieu of, the
information from the GPS chipset 136, the WTRU 102 may
receive location information over the air interface 116 from a
base station (e.g., base stations 114a, 1145) and/or determine
its location based on the timing of the signals being received
from two or more nearby base stations. It will be appreciated
that the WTRU 102 may acquire location information by way
of any suitable location-determination method while remain-
ing consistent with an embodiment.

The processor 118 may further be coupled to other periph-
erals 138, which may include one or more software and/or
hardware modules that provide additional features, function-
ality and/or wired or wireless connectivity. For example, the
peripherals 138 may include an accelerometer, an e-compass,
a satellite transceiver, a digital camera (for photographs or
video), a universal serial bus (USB) port, a vibration device,
a television transceiver, a hands free headset, a Bluetooth®
module, a frequency modulated (FM) radio unit, a digital
music player, a media player, a video game player module, an
Internet browser, and the like.

FIG. 1C is a system diagram of the RAN 104 and the core
network 106 according to an embodiment. As noted above,
the RAN 104 may employ an E-UTRA radio technology to
communicate with the WTRUs 1024, 1025, 102¢ over the air
interface 116. The RAN 104 may also be in communication
with the core network 106.

The RAN 104 may include eNode-Bs 140a, 1405, 140c¢,
though it will be appreciated that the RAN 104 may include
any number of eNode-Bs while remaining consistent with an
embodiment. The eNode-Bs 140a, 1405, 140c¢ may each
include one or more transceivers for communicating with the
WTRUs 102a, 1025, 102¢ over the air interface 116. In one
embodiment, the eNode-Bs 140a, 1405, 140c may implement
MIMO technology. Thus, the eNode-B 140q, for example,
may use multiple antennas to transmit wireless signals to, and
receive wireless signals from, the WTRU 102a.

Each of the eNode-Bs 1404, 1405, 140¢ may be associated
with a particular cell (not shown) and may be configured to
handle radio resource management decisions, handover deci-
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sions, scheduling of users in the uplink and/or downlink, and
the like. As shown in FIG. 1C, the eNode-Bs 140a,1405,140¢
may communicate with one another over an X2 interface. The
core network 106 shown in FIG. 1C may include a mobility
management gateway (MME) 142, a serving gateway 144,
and a packet data network (PDN) gateway 146. While each of
the foregoing elements are depicted as part of the core net-
work 106, it will be appreciated that any one of these elements
may be owned and/or operated by an entity other than the core
network operator.

The MME 142 may be connected to each of the eNode-Bs
142a,142b,142¢ inthe RAN 104 via an S1 interface and may
serve as a control node. For example, the MME 142 may be
responsible for authenticating users of the WTRUs 102a,
1025, 102¢, bearer activation/deactivation, selecting a par-
ticular serving gateway during an initial attach of the WTRUs
102a, 1025, 102¢, and the like. The MME 142 may also
provide a control plane function for switching between the
RAN 104 and other RANs (not shown) that employ other
radio technologies, such as GSM or WCDMA.

The serving gateway 144 may be connected to each of the
eNode Bs 140a, 1405, 140c¢ in the RAN 104 via the S1
interface. The serving gateway 144 may generally route and
forward user data packets to/from the WTRUs 102a, 1025,
102¢. The serving gateway 144 may also perform other func-
tions, such as anchoring user planes during inter-eNode B
handovers, triggering paging when downlink data is available
for the WTRUs 102a, 1025, 102¢, managing and storing
contexts of the WTRUs 1024, 1025, 102¢, and the like.

The serving gateway 144 may also be connected to the
PDN gateway 146, which may provide the WTRUs 102a,
1024, 102¢ with access to packet-switched networks, such as
the Internet 110, to facilitate communications between the
WTRUs 102a, 1025, 102¢ and IP-enabled devices.

The core network 106 may facilitate communications with
other networks. For example, the core network 106 may pro-
vide the WIRUs 102a, 1025, 102¢ with access to circuit-
switched networks, such as the PSTN 108, to facilitate com-
munications between the WTRUs 102a, 10254, 102¢ and
traditional land-line communications devices. For example,
the core network 106 may include, or may communicate with,
an [P gateway (e.g., an IP multimedia subsystem (IMS)
server) that serves as an interface between the core network
106 and the PSTN 108. In addition, the core network 106 may
provide the WTRUs 102a, 1025, 102¢ with access to the
networks 112, which may include other wired or wireless
networks that are owned and/or operated by other service
providers.

Cooperative transmission between a donor cell and a relay
may improve link and system performance in a cellular net-
work. Cooperation may be implemented in various ways,
such as network coding and transparent relay, for example.
Such ways typically boost per link capacity and/or improve
radio resource efficiency by utilizing the signals from a donor
cell and one or more relay nodes (RNs). Relay technologies
may include amplify-and-forward (A/F), decode-and-for-
ward (D/F), compress-and-forward (C/F), and estimate-and-
forward (E/F), for example.

Amplity-and-forward technology is generally referred to
as a L1 or advanced L1 relay. In amplify-and-forward, a RN
may amplify the received signal and forward it to the desti-
nation for coherent combining

Decode-and-forward is referred to as an 1.2 relaying tech-
nique. To illustrate, an example [.2 may relay to facilitate
downlink cooperative transmission. A base station, such as an
e-Node-B (eNB) for example, may send datato a RN in a first
hop. The signal may also reach a wireless transmit and receive
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unit (WTRU), such as an user equipment (UE). The WTRU
may not be able to decode the message due to insufficient
signal to noise ratio. Data may be available at both the eNB
and the RN at the beginning of a second hop. Then, the eNB
and the RN may jointly transmit to the WTRU.

Decode-and-forward schemes generally have at least two
hops. Each hop may be L2 terminated at the receiver node.
Amplify-and-forward and compress-and-forward may
include single hop schemes, in which the relay does not
typically L2 terminate the data.

The eNB may know whether each WTRU is being served
by a RN. There may be different kinds of RNs utilized in a
cellular network—for example, a fixed infrastructure relay
node is typically placed above the rooftop so that it has a high
quality channel to the eNB. In these deployments, the eNB
scheduler may use a relatively high modulation and coding
scheme (MCS) level and fewer resources for the relay link
(eNB-RN) to maximize the overall link capacity. In another
example scenario, a WIRU (e.g., a helper UE) may be uti-
lized as a relay node, it may be below the roof top and may
require lower MCS and more resources. The MCS level may
be determined based on the infrastructure type (e.g., a stand-
alone RN having a generally high MCS level and a RN
embedded in a UE having a generally low MCS), the MCS
level may be determined dynamically according to channel
quality, or a combination of approaches may be used.

The benefits of decode and forward mechanisms may be
more applicable to scenarios where the eNB-RN link is sig-
nificantly better than the eNB-WTRU link. A better link may
be needed for the RN to decode a message that a WTRU
cannot decode.

Four possible network topologies illustrate how a decode-
and-forward relay may help a WTRU using cooperative trans-
mission to improve overall system capacity. For example,
FIG. 2A-2D are four exemplary illustrations of decode-and-
forward options. A terminal WIRU (T-WTRU) in FIG.
2A-2D is the recipient of a downlink transmission from an
eNB. The RN is a cooperative node, which might be either an
infrastructure node or another WITRU (e.g., helper UE).

In FIG. 2A, the eNB 205 may send data that is received by
both the RN 210 and the T-WTRU 215. The RN 210 may also
send the data received from the eNB 205 in the first hop 220
to T-WTRU 215 in the second hop 225. In FIG. 2B, the eNB
230 may send data to a RN 235 and a T-WTRU 240 in a first
hop, wherein the RN 235 helps in retransmissions only. In
FIG. 2C, the eNB 250 may send data to a RN 252 in the first
hop, and the eNB 250 and the RN 252 may perform joint
transmission to a T-WTRU 254 in the second hop. In FIG. 2D,
a RN 262 (i.e., a helper WITRU or UE) may operate as a
simple relay for data transmission only, for example. A
T-WTRU 264 and the RN 262 may be camped on the eNB 260
and obtain control information directly from the eNB 260 on
control channels on the traditional link (TRL). Herein TRL is
the traditional link, which is the link between any base station
(e.g., eNB) and the end user/mobile (e.g., terminal WTRU or
UE).

FIGS. 3A and 3B are exemplary illustrations of network
topologies of decode-and-forward relays which may help a
WTRU to improve network coverage. In FIG. 3A, aeNB 300
may send a transport block (TB) to a RN 302 on a first hop
306. If received correctly, the RN 302 may transmit the TB on
a second hop 308. In FIG. 3B, multiple RNs may participate
in the (re)transmissions to the same UE 326, when the cov-
erage areas of the RNs 322 and 324 overlap. In the first hop,
the eNB 320 may send a TB to more than one RN.

Another relaying mechanism may include the compress-
and-forward relay. In compress-and-forward, the RN may
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receive a TB, compress the received soft information at some
point before decoding, encode this information for the chan-
nel, and forward it to its destination. FIG. 4 depicts an
example compress-and-forward relaying mechanism. The
compress-and-forward scheme is shown as a two-hop
scheme. Here, the RN 410 may not perform [.2 termination.
For a certain formation of relays called diamond RNs, a
combination of compress-and-forward and decode-and-for-
ward may be desirable.

Another two-step technique is Denoise-and-Forward,
which is part of estimate-and-forward techniques. Denoise-
and-Forward may include a technique in which the relay may
uses knowledge of the modulation scheme to estimate the
signal component and filter it out. The RN may then forward
the signal with some amount of noise rejection.

Examples of uplink transmissions are shown in FIGS.
5A-5C. In FIG. 5A, the T-WTRU 502 may transmit in the 1st
hop, while in the 2nd hop both the T-WTRU 502 and RN 504
transmit in joint fashion. A eNB 506 may listen to both the 1st
and 2nd hop transmissions. In FIG. 5B, the T-WTRU 511 may
transmit in the first hop. The RN 515 may then relay the data
in the second hop 517. In both FIG. 5A and FIG. 5B, the
respective eNBs may try to listen to the crosslink (XL) trans-
mission from the respective T-WTRUs in the 1st hop, or
alternately the T-WTRUs may transmit on both the traditional
link (TRL) and XL.. The link between a RN and a T-WTRU
(e.g., H-UE-T-UE link) may be called a crosslink (XL).
Transmitting on the TRL and the XI. may double the TRL
over the air resource requirement. In FIG. 5C, a T-WTRU 522
may transmit on a XI. to aRN 526 in the 1sthop 528, followed
by joint transmission by both the T-WTRU 522 and RN 526 to
the eNB 524 in a 2nd hop.

A retransmission at a RN for a targeted WTRU group may
be synchronized with an eNB so that the RN and eNB can
coherently retransmit. There are means to address this for UL
and DL respectively via additional scheduling rules.

Cooperative transmission mechanisms, such as Type 2 RN,
may be a part of LTE-A relay technologies. A Type 2 relay
may refer to relay technologies where the RN does not have
its own physical cell Id (PCI). For example, a Type 2 Relay is
an in-band relaying node that does not have a separate PCI,
that is transparent to Rel-8 UEs (i.e., a Rel-8 WTRU may not
be aware of the presence of a Type 2 RN), that can transmit
physical downlink shared channel (PDSCH), and/or that does
not transmit control information including common reference
signal (CRS) and physical downlink control channel (PD-
CCH).

The Type 2 relay may relay information implicitly to a
WTRU since the relay node does not have its own physical
cell ID. The relaying device could be a WTRU, or a group of
WTRUs. Fora WTRU as a relay, the WTRU may not have the
same restrictions as the Type 2 relay. The embodiments pre-
sented herein support both a Type 2 relay and a WTRU (e.g.,
UE) as a relay.

In an LTE system, for example, a PDCCH may carry a
message known as downlink control information (DCI)
which may include resource assignments, HARQ process id,
PRB allocation, and corresponding scheduling information
for a WTRU or a group of WIRUSs. For resource scheduling,
WTRUs may receive the control channels, (including the
PDCCH) from the eNB.

In LTE, for example, physical layer retransmission com-
bining, often referred to as hybrid automatic repeat request
(HARQ) may be used. For example, HARQ may be imple-
mented as MAC level (I.1) module called HARQ entity. The
HARQ entity may be associated with multiple HARQ pro-
cesses. Bach HARQ process may implement a corresponding
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stop and wait HARQ protocol. Each user may have multiple
parallel stop-and-wait processes. The HARQ operations, dis-
closed herein, may be associated with a HARQ entity, one or
more HARQ processes, and/or a combination of the HARQ
entity and one or more HARQ processes.

When waiting for an ACK/NACK feedback of one process,
other transport blocks may be sent using other processes. In
the physical layer HARQ operation, the receiver may store
packets with failed CRC checks and combine the received
packet when a retransmission is received. Both soft combin-
ing and identical retransmission and combining with incre-
mental redundancy may be facilitated.

There are several challenges in enabling [.2 level coopera-
tive relaying to improve the system capacity in an LTE based
cellular system, especially if the RN is a mobile relay or other
WTRU simultaneously engaged in its own data transfer ses-
sions. The helper mechanisms that the RN employs may need
to adapt to the changing channel conditions. Accordingly,
mechanisms may be needed to allow an eNB to adaptively
configure a RN and WTRUss to support different relay con-
figuration types, such as those show in FIGS. 2A-2D and
FIGS. 3A-3B.

Depending on a chosen helper mechanism, a RN and a
WTRU may know when and how to relay a communication.
For example, when a helper mechanism selected includes the
compress-and-forward method, additional parameters may
be provided to configure the compression efficiency, the
latency of the operation at the RN and to configure the trans-
mit time interval (TTI) at which to forward the information.

Mechanisms may be used to schedule a RN and a WTRU
based on the helper mechanism selection. Two types of helper
mechanisms may include one or more three-step methods
related to decode-and-forward and one or more two step
methods related to compress-and-forward, denoise-and-for-
ward, and amplify-and-forward. For both helper mechanisms
a eNB and a WTRU may need to coordinate the HARQ
transmissions being received from two separate links. For
example, if two separate HARQ entities are employed at a
WTRU, one for direct transmission from an eNB and another
for indirect transmission from a RN, minimal change may be
done in the Layer 1 (L1) specifications and HSPA and LTE
HARQ models may be used without changes. As shown
herein, a scheduler can take advantage of varying radio con-
ditions and additionally allow for combining of messages
from multiple HARQ entities to increase throughput. Mul-
tiple HARQ entities may need to be coordinated and may
present some challenges in terms of buffer management and
coordination of HARQ processes across multiple HARQ
entities.

In another option, as shown herein, a single combined
HARQ entity may be used. Additional mechanisms may be
incorporated when using a single combined HARQ entity to
enable a WTRU to be informed on the manner to combine
multiple HARQ entities and decode the data. New scheduling
mechanisms may be needed to allow an eNB to signal the
HARQ and timing of data from the eNB and RN.

As shown herein, measurements may be used at the eNB to
monitor the RN-UE link and to facilitate adaptive selection
decisions. Herein, for illustrative purposes, methods are given
with regard to the framework that may support relaying using
different relaying mechanisms in U'TE and LTE-Advanced
systems, including configuration, HARQ management,
scheduling, and measurements for cooperative communica-
tion.

FIG. 6 is an exemplary illustration of a relationship among
an example neighbor set, a candidate set, and a helper active
set. As shown in FIG. 6, the Relay/helper selection mecha-
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nism may include three steps. The first step may include the
selection of a relay in the neighbor set. The neighbor set may
refer to the collection of neighborhood relay nodes that the
T-WTRU detects during the neighbor discovery procedure.
The neighbor set may be configured by the eNB, autono-
mously determined by the T-WTRU, or a combination of
both.

The candidate set may refer to the collection of relay nodes
that are suitable for helping; this is a subset of the neighbor
set. In case the RN is a WTRU, the suitability may be deter-
mined from a suitability index derived from a combination of
real-time data including crosslink conditions, traditional
radio link conditions, battery status, hardware limitations,
user subscription level, and/or willingness to help. The eNB
may maintain a candidate set for each T-WTRU and may
elevate a candidate to a helper active set (HAS) when a
helping opportunity arises. For a given T-WTRU connection/
radio bearer, the helper active set (HAS) may include the
subset of the relay nodes in the candidate set that actively
participate in helping the T-WTRU.

An eNB may make the set selection decisions based on the
channel quality measurements from a relay node and/or a
WTRU. FIG. 7 shows a sequence diagram explaining the
timeline of the neighbor discovery, measurements and subse-
quent steady state signaling for scheduling to enable coop-
erative transmissions.

Coordinated HARQ entities and combined HARQ entity
for downlink HARQ are described herein. As discussed
herein, for coordinated HARQ entities a eNB may maintain
multiple HARQ entities, for example, one for a RN and one
fora WTRU. As discussed herein, for combined HARQ entity
aeNB may maintain one HARQ entity fora RN and a WTRU.

FIG. 8A and 8B are exemplary illustrations of downlink
HARQ operations. In FIGS. 8A and 8B, the eNB sends the
same data to both the RN and the destination WIRU. The RN
may modify the transmission slightly, for example, to remove
noise or add information for scheduling, among other things.
In FIG. 8A and 8B, HARQ Entity HE,, is used for HARQ
transmissions on X[ between RN and WITRU. Data transmis-
sion for HARQ processes belonging to this may start after
successful reception of data on corresponding HARQ process
for HARQ Entity HE ;. HARQ processes belonging to
Coordinated/Combined HARQ Entity at WTRU may wait for
subsequent transmissions on X[, before sending HARQ feed-
back.

InFIG. 8A, a transmission destined for a WTRU 815 from
an eNB 805 may be heard by a RN 810 and a WTRU 815. The
solid line 820 in FIG. 8A shows that a second transmission
820 may be directed towards the RN 810 and the dotted line
shows that the RN 810 may overhear the first transmission
822 from the eNB 805 that is directed to RN 815. As shown in
FIG. 8A, the RN 810 may separately acknowledge (i.e., ACK/
NACK) 824 the second transmission 820 from the eNB 805.
If the RN 810 receives the second transmission 820 the RN
may send a slightly modified version 830 ofthe second trans-
mission 820 to the WTRU 815. So the WTRU 815 may get
two transmissions, the first transmission 822 directly from the
eNB 805 and a slightly modified version of the second trans-
mission 830 from the RN 810. The WTRU 815 combines the
two transmissions and decodes the transmission. The WTRU
815 may send an acknowledgement 828 to the RN 810 and
acknowledgment 826 to the eNB 805.

In FIG. 8A, the RN 810 may explicitly transmit an ACK/
NAK to the eNB 805. This approach may make the timing for
the overall data transmission variable, since the timing is now
dictated by two separate HARQ entities. This may need to be
taken into account at the eNB when scheduling multiple
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HARQ processes through the same RN. A type of compress
and forward where this may be necessary is where the RN
takes the contents of its incremental redundancy (IR) buffer,
compresses it, codes it, puts a cyclic redundancy check (CRC)
on it, and transmits it. Since the IR buffer is coded, there may
not be a way to directly combine with the IR buffer for the
eNB process until it is decoded.

Alternatively, if a RN takes its IR buffer contents and
applies an additional rate matching (puncturing or repeating
soft-bit wise), the RN maps the modified IR buffer (after
puncturing or repetition) directly to I/Q modulation of modu-
lation symbols and the RN transmits that, then the T-WTRU
may directly combine with the IR buffer from the eNB and a
separate HARQ process for the RN may not be needed.

In FIG. 8B, the RN 855 does not acknowledge the second
transmission 862 and it may be assumed that RN 855 received
it. The RN 855 may send a slightly modified version 868 of
the second transmission 850 if the RN 855 receives it. The
WTRU 860 based on the first transmission 864 and the
slightly modified version 868 of a second transmission 862,
may send a final acknowledgement back to the eNB 850. In
FIG. 8B, there is one acknowledgment 866. In FIG. 8A, the
eNB 850 receives an acknowledgment from the RN 855 and
the WTRU 860.

In FIG. 8B, the RN 855 may decode (or compress) and
forward the TBs that it receives on the TRL 864, but contrary
to FIG. 8 A the RN 810 may not transmit an ACK/NACK back
to the eNB 805. In this configuration, the round-trip time
(RTT) for a HARQ process may be fixed and deterministic.
There may be excess TRL resources used (when compared to
FIG. 8A), since the eNB 850 has to retransmit on a NACK,
even if the RN 855 has successfully decoded the data. To
enable the WTRU 860 to combine data from the first hop
(directly from the eNB 850) and second hop (from the RN
855), one design option is to allow the WTRU 860 to combine
the two transmissions on a single HARQ process.

FIG. 9A, which corresponds with the transmission and
ACK/NACK concept illustrated in FIG. 8A, illustrates a
WTRU that may have individual HARQ entities, a HARQ
entity corresponding to a transmission from an eNB and
another HARQ entity for the transmission from the RN. The
two HARQ entities may be coordinated and share a set of
HARQ processes (including soft-buffer space). Physically,
the HARQ entities may share memory, i.e., buffer space. Both
the HARQ entities may operate on the same data. Here, the
HARQ entities associated with the RN-WTRU link 910 and
eNB-WTRU link 905 may share

HARQ process #0 915 which may allow the WTRU to
combine and jointly decode the separate transmissions from
the eNB and from the RN. FIG. 9B displays a similar process
and corresponds with the transmission and ACK/NACK con-
cept illustrated in FIG. 8B.

In one embodiment, a set of HARQ processes in one
HARQ entity may be reserved and preconfigured to be com-
bined with HARQ processes in another HARQ entity. A
WTRU may preconfigure a set of reserved HARQ processes
and the mapping using a bitmask and L2 or [.3 signaling or
system information configuration. If a downlink assignment
has been indicated for joint HARQ transmission, the received
transport block may be allocated to the reserved and pre-
configured HARQ process.

FIGS. 10A and 10B may correspond to the transmission
and ACK/NACK concept illustrated in FIG. 8 A and FIG. 8B,
respectively. FIG. 10A and 10B illustrates the use of a single
HARQ entity at the WTRU 1005, which spans across both the
eNB-WTRU link and the RN-WTRU link. The discussion for
the downlink herein is also applicable for eNB reception in
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UL direction. Similar sharing of H-ARQ processes between
coordinated or combined HARQ entities is also applicable to
eNB transmissions in DL.

FIG. 11 illustrates an exemplary message exchange for
HARQ transmission. Additional scheduling information for-
mats may be used to coordinate a transmission which can be
heard by multiple nodes (e.g., a RN and WTRU). A link
between a RN and T-WTRU, for example, may be called the
crosslink (X) and the associated scheduling information for-
mat may be called crosslink control information (XCI). An
eNB may control the scheduling messages. In FIG. 11, for
example, at subframe n, an eNB 1105 may send initial sched-
uling information. The initial scheduling information DCI-
RN1 may be sent to a RN 1104 and the initial scheduling
information DCI-UE1 may be sent to T-WTRU 1106. The
DCI-RN1 message may comprise information for the RN
1104 with regard to how to receive initial data transmissions.
The format of DCI-RN1 may extend LTE Rel-8 formats.

An eNB may send scheduling information (DCI) for a first
transmission for which the eNB may send to a RN and sched-
uling information (XCI) for a second transmission for which
a RN may transmit to a T-WTRU (XL). So in FIG. 11, DCI-
RN1 and DCI-UE1 may relate to the data 1110, respectively
scheduling RN 1104 and the T-WTRU 1106 to receive the
data 1110. DCI-UE1 may have analogous scheduling infor-
mation as DCI-RN1 which may allow the T-WTRU 1106 to
overhear (as shown by the dotted line 1112) the data 1110 sent
to the RN 1104. One way to allow the overhearing is to use a
group radio network temporary identifier (RNTTI) for all help-
ers (i.e., RNs) in the T-WTRU’s helper active set (HAS)
group, as explained herein. DCI-UE1 may additionally have
information on the TTI at which the T-WTRU 1106 may
expect the second transmission 1114 (from the RN 1104), so
the T-WTRU 1106 has apriori information to help in coordi-
nating and combining the first (data 1112) and the second
(data 1114) transmissions.

In FIG. 11, at instant n, a scheduling message XCI1 may be
sent to the RN 1104, which may provide scheduling informa-
tion to be used by the RN 1104 for the second hop transmis-
sion 1114 to the T-WTRU 1106. At instant n+kl, the
T-WTRU 1106 may be sent scheduling information DCI-
UE2, which may carry information to help in listening and
decoding the second hop communication 1114 from the RN
1104. The RN may send the second transmission 1114 to the
T-WTRU 1106. Note the HARQ process information may be
common in the DCI-UE1 and the DCI-UE2 messages and
may indicate to the T-WTRU 1106 to jointly decode these two
messages. On unsuccessful decoding, the HARQ feedback
(NACK) from the T-WTRU 1106 may be sent to the eNB
1102 in n+k1+k2, and also overheard by the RN 1104.

The eNB 1102 may re-send data to the RN 1104 and
T-WTRU 1106 using new DCI-RN2 and DCI-UE3. Further,
XCI2 may be sent to the RN 1104, to indicate scheduling
information for the second hop retransmission 1118 at instant
n+k1+k2+k3+k4. At n+k1+k2+k3+kd4, the RN 1104 may
send a retransmission 1118 to the T-WTRU 1106. At n+k1+
k2+k3+k4+k5, the HARQ feedback (i.e., ACK) from the
T-WTRU 1106 may be sent to the eNB 1102, and also over-
heard by the RN 1104.

In another embodiment, it is possible to transmit DCI-UE1
and XCI1 to the T-WTRU 1106 in sub-frame n at the same
time similar to transmitting DCI-RN1+XCI1 at the same time
to RN 1104. DCI-UE2 may have similar information as
XCI1, so the eNB 1102 may reduce the transmission by one
compared to the aforementioned embodiment. The T-WTRU
1106 may receive the scheduling in sub-frame n and may
prepare reception in sub-frame n and sub-frame n+k1 . XCI1
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may have some or all the information the T-WTRU 1106 may
need to get the data from the RN 1104.

FIG. 11 is an exemplary illustration of when a RN may
continuously help without prompting. There are other
schemes that can be used where the RN only helps when
required. Here, in FIG. 11, the RN doesn’t not wait for the
T-WTRU to ACK/NACK to make sure the T-WTRU received
the first transmission from the eNB the first time or not; the
RN just helps. The RN may send the same exact data (data
from the eNB for the T-WTRU) to the T-WTRU or it can send
another redundancy version of the data to the T-WTRU.

An exemplary scenario where the RN may be used is where
the link from an eNB to a T-WTRU (eNB-T-WTRU link) may
support a low data rate transmission. A RN may be in-be-
tween the eNB and the T-WTRU and the eNB may use the RN
to send more data than just a single eNB-T-WTRU link may
support. Because there is an additional good link between the
eNB and the RN (eNB-RN link) and also between the RN and
the T-WTRU (RN-T-WTRU link). The RN may send data
which may be identical or a slightly modified version. Overall
the T-WTRU may get more information about the packet
because of the eNB-RN and RN-T-WTRU links. FIG. 11
illustrates an exemplary message sequence chart which
includes scheduling for RN functionality which may corre-
spond with FIG. 2A.

As discussed herein with regard to FIG. 11, at subframe n
and n+k1+k2+k3+k4, the eNB may send to the T-WTRU
scheduling information to help in listening and decoding the
messages coming from the RN. This message was called the
DCI-UE, and may be addressed to the Group-RNTT associ-
ated with the T-WTRU’s Helper Active Set. The DCI-UE
format may carry the following information: resource alloca-
tion type; resource block assignment; modulation and coding
scheme; HARQ information; number of transmission before
decoding or providing feedback (e.g., an number and/or TTI
offset for a second transmission); HAS RN-ID; and helping
mechanism (C/F, D/F, A/F, etc.) which may include configu-
ration parameters for the helper mechanism and type and
level of compression, and the like.

Similarly, the RN may need to be provided information on
how and when to perform second hop transmission using a
modified DCI message, referred to as XCI. The XCI may
carry the following information: TTI offset for second trans-
mission; HARQ information for second transmission; second
transmission MCS, RE allocation, and the like; and helping
mechanism information (C/F, D/F, A/F, etc.). The RN may be
provided scheduling information to allow it to receive the first
transmission for a eNB, referred to as DCI-RN in FIG. 11.
DCI-RN and DCI-UE may be sent as a single message
addressed to the Group-RNTI, as discussed. The DCI-RN
format may reuse common DL DCI Formats.

In different scenarios, it may be possible that a configura-
tion for a RN may need to be sent using radio resource control
(RRC) signaling. This may include: helping mode (D/F or
C/F); timing delay from data reception to ACK/NACK feed-
back for helper mode; bitmap frame pattern indicating which
sub-frames used and in which direction (e.g., DL, UL, or XL);
and the IR version to be used for crosslink communication.

Once the relay selection decision is made, a framework
may allow the eNB to adaptively reconfigure the relaying
cooperative mechanism. The relay selection decision may be
transmitted to a RN and a WTRU in the following ways:
signaling at the RRC; signaling at the MAC; and signaling at
the PDCCH.

The decision on which mechanism to use may be based on
the latency and reliability requirements. RRC messaging may
be an extension of the RRC configuration or re-configuration
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message or a new message. The signaling at the MAC may be
performed using MAC control elements. For example, FIGS.
12A and 12B depict example MAC control elements for RN
selection and notification. The control element (CE) 1210 and
1220 for the RN could carry information including RNTT of
the T-WTRU, the helper mechanism, and/or the configuration
parameters for helping, such as processing latency of com-
press-and-forward scheme, for example. Once the RN selec-
tion decision is made, an eNB may align the PDCCH dedi-
cated search space so the T-WTRU and its RNs are scheduled
using common search space. This may reduce the amount of
blind decoding done by the RNs and T-WTRUs.

For the decode-and-forward helper mechanisms, the deci-
sion regarding the scheme of helping may be sent using MAC
control elements or the PDCCH. For compress-and-forward,
the helper mechanism decision may be signaled at the
PDCCH level. For example, the helper mechanism selection
decision may include the eNB determining a helper mecha-
nism for each link, the eNB and RN negotiating a helper
mechanism selection, and/or the RN autonomously determin-
ing the helper mechanism selection.

When an eNB determines a helper mechanism for each
link, the eNB may determine the helper mechanism from link
measurements, for example. The eNB may inform a RN and
T-WTRU which mechanism is utilized. This method may use
a significant amount of control information to be available at
the eNB.

When an eNB and RN negotiate a helper mechanism selec-
tion, control overhead may be reduced by sending fewer
crosslink measurements to the eNB. The RN and eNB may
jointly decide on the appropriate helper mechanism based on
their own measurements.

When a RN autonomously determines the helper mecha-
nism selection, a eNB may hand over the helper mechanism
selection to the RN. This method may minimize the control
overhead and may apply to helping mechanisms where the
RN and eNB do not jointly transmit.

Dynamic scheduling is a mode of scheduling by means of
downlink assignment messages for the allocation of downlink
transmission resources and uplink grant messages for the
allocation of uplink transmission resources; these messages
may be valid for specific single subframes. The UL and DL
messages may be transmitted on the PDCCH using a cell-
RNTI(C-RNTT)to identify the intended T-WTRU in a cell. In
order for the T-WTRU to be able to overhear the transmission
sent a RN, one option may be to configure a group-RNTT for
T-WTRU and some or all the RNs in the HAS group associ-
ated with the T-WTRU. This approach may make each
WTRU involved in the relay operation perform PDCCH CRC
de-scrambling two times. The first time a WTRU may use its
own C-RNTI in case the PDCCH contains DCl/grant for
traditional link and the second time the WTRU may use the
group RNTI to see if there is any relay specific DCl/grant.
This may be mitigated by using the group RNTT for individual
transmissions as well.

Two examples with regard to how a T-WTRU may combine
and decode a reception from an eNB and a RN are the fol-
lowing: 1) the T-WTRU may individually try to decode the
message and send an A/N for the each transmission; and 2) the
T-WTRU may wait to receive both the first and the second
transmission, and then may try to combine and decode the
MAC PDU. To enable (2), the T-WTRU may be configured to
wait for two transmissions in the DCI-UE format. This may
be preconfigured as TTI Bundling in the DL, where the
T-WTRU may be configured to consider the data in two given
non-consecutive TTIs as multiple variations of data of a
single HARQ process.
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Semi-static scheduling may be used, where an eNB can
assign resources for HARQ retransmissions in a synchronous
manner. If the eNB hears an ACK from a T-WTRU it may
reuse the resources assigned for retransmission for another
T-WTRU. To enable resource reuse, the retransmission from
the relay node may be delayed by more than 4 TTIs after the
ACK/NACK feedback is received. Referring to FIG. 11 in the
context of another embodiment, XCI1 may use some type of
semi-persistent scheduling or synchronous and non-adaptive
scheduling, wherein the retransmission from a RN to the
T-WTRU may be fixed sub-frames later and use the same
frequency resource (similar to an LTE uplink retransmission).
This may save the transmission of a second XCI2 and DCI-
UE4, which are shown in FIG. 11.

In another embodiment, a RN may initiate assistance by
requesting resources, possibly as a result of overhearing a
NACK or other indication from the T-WTRU. Here, the RN
may request to be scheduled for resources from a eNB. This
request may be done by extending the scheduling request
(SR) message to allow a request for resources for the RN-T-
WTRU link. Additionally, this request might be implicitly
made by sending an extended buffer status report (BSR)
message with information of the buffer status for the HARQ
process serving the RN-T-WTRU link.

Inthe combined HARQ entity approach, a RN may decode
(or compress) and forward the TBs that it receives on the
TRL, but may not transmit an ACK/NACK for them. FIG. 13
is an exemplary illustration of HARQ timing with regard to
FIG. 2A relay configuration with a single HARQ entity. Inthe
figures and as discussed herein, “H” stands for data that is
being transmitted. Also, herein the index pair (fi,sk) indicates
frame index i, subframe index k.

InFIG. 13, in (frame0,sub-frame0) a eNB 1303 may sched-
ule a TRL using DCI (T00) and an XCI message, XCI(00),
that instructs a RN 1306 to transmit Hx(0,0) on the XL in
(f0,s5). At (10,50), H(0,0) is transmitted from the eNB 1303 to
RN 1306 and T-WTRU 1309. Resources for the XI. may be
scheduled irrespective of the success or failure of the RN
1306 in decoding the TRL TB H(0,0). The RN 1306 may also
buffer the TRL TB H(0,0) and Chase-combine with the XL
TB Hx(0,0) in (f0,s5) before decoding. The T-WTRU 1309
may provide HARQ feedback (NACK00-eNB) to the eNB
1303 in (10,59). If the NACK (NACK00-enB) is received, the
eNB 1303 may retransmit in (f1,s4).

A T-WTRU may not decode until it receives both transmis-
sions (TTI bundling), one from the RN and one from a eNB.
For example, with FIG. 13 as a reference, the T-WTRU 1309
had received the data at (10,s0) and (10,s5), T-WTRU 1309
may decode after it has received and combined the contents.
RTT may be fixed (actually 14 TTIs for the next transmis-
sion), and may provide predictability to the eNB scheduler.

FIG. 14 shows a HARQ process wherein the eNB may not
assist the RN in some retransmissions. After the first trans-
mission, the eNB may hand off the HARQ process to the RN.
The eNB may not keep track of most of the underlying pro-
cess. When the data is successfully received by the T-WTRU,
the eNB may be notified by the T-WTRU and/or RN.

FIG. 15 is an exemplary illustration of a design with dual
simultaneous HARQ entities at an eNB 1503. The eNB 1503
may maintain one HARQ entity with respect to the RN 1506,
as conceptually shownin FIG. 8A, and another with respectto
the T-WTRU 1509. In this design, the RN 1506 may explicitly
transmit an ACK/NAK to the eNB 1503. FIG. 15 shows a
timing diagram which may use the relay in FIG. 2A discussed
in earlier sections. Herein the index pair (fi,sk) indicates
frame index i, subframe index k. In FIG. 15, at (10,50), the
eNB 1503 may schedule the TRL using DCI(T00), and also
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may transmit H(0,0). The eNB 1503 may also transmit XCI
(00), which may instruct the RN 1506 to transmit on the XL,
at a certain specified future TTI with a specified resource
allocation as well as a specified MCS. The XL transmission
may use the same redundancy version (RV) as the current
TRL transmission.

As shown in FIG. 15, the RN may receive the TRL data
H(0,0), and attempt to decode it. The RN 1506 may then send
a NACK (NACKO00) in (10,s4). The eNB in response may
retransmit the data in (0,58, along with a fresh XCI(0,0) that
overrides the previous XCI(0,0) transmitted at (f0,s0). As the
RN 1506 is transmitting the ACK (f1,s2), the RN 1506 may
simultaneously re-encode the XL. Once the TB H(0,1) is
successfully received at the RN 1506, as shown by the ACK in
(f1,52), the RN 1506 may re-encode the TB Hx(0,0) and may
transmit over the XL in (f1,s3 ). If the XL transmission
Hx(0,0) in (f1,s3) is unsuccessful (NACKs in (f1,57)), then
the XL is rescheduled. This approach may allow the eNB
1503 to not retransmit on the TRL, hence TRL resources may
be saved. In another embodiment, at * 1512 the time between
the ACKO01 (f1,s2) and the retransmission at (f1,s3) may be
more than one frame later depending on processing time; thus
in this example each transmission may be moved over by *
1512 frames.

In a similar configuration as in FIG. 8A (downlink), FIG.
16 illustrates an exemplary timeline for uplink HARQ. In
FIG. 16, the T-WTRU 1609 may make a request for resources
in (f0,s0). The eNB 1603 may respond with a scheduling
grant (SG) at (f0,s1) to both the T-WTRU 1609 and the RN
1606. The T-WTRU 1609 may transmit data at (f0,s3) on the
XL resources. The (10,s3) transmission may also be received
by the eNB 1603. The TRL transmission from RN 1606 may
occur in (f0,57). The eNB 1603 may decode and may provide
HARQ feedback (NACK) in (f1,s2). A retransmission may
happen in (f1,s7). The RTT may be fixed here, and hence the
HARQ may proceed synchronously.

FIG. 17 is an exemplary illustration of a timing diagram
comprising the DL, and UL message exchange. A RN (e.g.,
helper UE) can be a full-duplex helper, i.e., can help in both
the DL and UL directions, and may not be hindered by the
need to reverse its polarity of operation. The RN may over-
hear the T-WTRU transmissions to the eNB and re-transmit a
slightly modified version. Four HARQ process are shown for
both the DL and UL, each operating in the manner described,
i.e. the RN does not overhear or send HARQ ACK/NACK for
the relayed communication. It may be seen that both the DL,
and UL cross-links can happen simultaneously, as shown in
(10,55)-(10,s8). The HARQ feedback for the DL, may be sent
by the T-WTRU during the same time as the second hop of the
UL. The HARQ feedback for the UL may be transmitted by
the eNB in conjunction with the 1st hop of the DL.

FIG. 18 is an exemplary illustration of a DL. and UL timing
example for the TDM option within FDD, with the time
division occurring at the subframe granularity. The sequence
is similar to that of FIG. 16, a difference being that the XL
transmissions may be concentrated into one TTI (f0,57). The
entire channel may be used for XL transmission in the XL
TTI. As a possible consequence, the HARQ processes may
also be acknowledged by the T-WTRU in a single TTI (f1,s1),
as shown in FIG. 18. The partitioning between TRL and XL
subframes in this example may allow control over the fraction
of overall resources ‘sacrificed’ for the relay function by the
eNB. This configuration may allow the eNB to decide
dynamically which time slots are dedicated to the relay, thus
giving finer control.

FIG. 19 is an exemplary illustration of symbol level TDM.
In this approach, each subframe may be divided into a TRL
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and a XL portion at the symbol level. The single HARQ
Entity approach or dual HARQ Entity approach may be used
in conjunction with symbol level TDM. Here, FIG. 19 shows
an example of a dual HARQ entity approach. As discussed
with regard to FIG. 15 and a dual HARQ approach for FDD,
the inability of the RN to reverse its Tx-Rx polarity within a
TTI may impose some constraints on the HARQ scheduling.
These constraints may be lifted in the symbol level TDM
approach. For example, in (f0,s5), it can be seen that the
T-WTRU may schedule a XL transmission to the T-WTRU,
while also transmitting an acknowledgement (ACK10) to the
eNB in the same TTI. Full duplex helper operation is also
possible in this mode.

Although features and elements are described above in
particular combinations, one of ordinary skill in the art will
appreciate that each feature or element can be used alone or in
any combination with the other features and elements. In
addition, the methods described herein may be implemented
in a computer program, software, or firmware incorporated in
a computer-readable medium for execution by a computer or
processor. Examples of computer-readable media include
electronic signals (transmitted over wired or wireless connec-
tions) and computer-readable storage media. Examples of
computer-readable storage media include, but are not limited
to, a read only memory (ROM), a random access memory
(RAM), a register, cache memory, semiconductor memory
devices, magnetic media such as internal hard disks and
removable disks, magneto-optical media, and optical media
such as CD-ROM disks, and digital versatile disks (DVDs). A
processor in association with software may be used to imple-
ment a radio frequency transceiver for use in a WTRU, UE,
terminal, base station, RNC, or any host computer.

What is claimed:

1. A wireless transmit/receive unity (WTRU), comprising:

a processor configured to:

receive a first transmission comprising first data on a first

hop from an evolved NodeB (eNB),

receive a second transmission comprising second dataon a

second hop from a relay node,

combine and jointly decode the first data and the second

data from the first and second transmissions, wherein a
HARQ entity spanning across a first link between the
WTRU and the eNB and a second link between the
WTRU and the relay node shares a HARQ process
including buffer space to enable the WTRU to combine
and jointly decode the first and second data, and

send HARQ feedback for the first transmission and the

second transmission.

2. The WTRU of claim 1, wherein the HARQ feedback is
sent to the base station.

3. The WTRU of claim 2, wherein the HARQ feedback sent
to the base station is overheard and decoded by a relay node.

4. The WTRU of claim 1, wherein the second data com-
prises a portion of data included in the first data.

5. The WTRU of claim 1, wherein the HARQ entity com-
prises a first HARQ entity for the first transmission and a
second HARQ entity for the second transmission.

6. The WTRU of claim 1, wherein the HARQ entity is
reserved for the first transmission signal and the second trans-
mission signal.

7. The WTRU of claim 1, wherein the relay node is a
second WTRU.

8. A method for cooperative transmission performed by, at
least one of a wireless transmit/receive unit (WTRU) and an
evolved Node B (eNB), the method comprising:
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receiving a first transmission comprising first data on a first
hop, wherein the first transmission uses a first HARQ
entity;
receiving a second transmission comprising second data on
a second hop, wherein the second transmission uses a
second HARQ entity;
combining and jointly decoding the first data and the sec-
ond data from the first and second transmissions,
wherein the first and second HARQ entities are coordi-
nated and share a HARQ process including buffer space
to enable the first and second data to be combined and
jointly decoded; and
sending HARQ feedback for the first transmission and the
second transmission.
9. The method of claim 8, wherein the second data com-
prises a portion of data included in the first data.
10. The method of claim 8, wherein the method is per-
formed by a wireless transmit/receive unit.
11. The method of claim 8, wherein the method is per-
formed by an evolved Node B.
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12. A wireless transmit/receive unit (WTRU), comprising:

a processor configured to:

receive a first transmission on a first hop comprising first

data at a first HARQ entity,

receive a second transmission on a second hop comprising

second data at a second HARQ entity,

coordinate the first HARQ entity with the second HARQ

entity to share a HARQ process including buffer space to
enable the first data and the second data from the firstand
second transmissions to be combined and jointly
decoded, and

send HARQ feedback.

13. The WTRU in claim 12, further configured to receive
downlink control information (DCI), wherein the DCI may
include control information with regard to coordinating a
transmission with a relay node.

14. The WTRU of claim 13, wherein the relay node
receives crosslink information from a base station.
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